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Trinity United Methodist Church in Muskogee, Oklahoma, is over 110 years old and within it are 106 stained-
glass windows. Of the 54 with people in them, over half include women. Women’s groups of the church fund 
raised, planned and placed 14 of the windows with women in the church in 1911-1912. How were they 
selected? And why? It’s a mystery. 

The original church was founded around the turn of the 20th Century in what was then Indian Territory. It was 
an inclusive “northern” church--Native Americans and African Americans were welcome and included in 
worship. This time, between 1890 and 1920 was known as the “Progressive Era”*--a time when many people  
sought to attend to the social ills of the time. Oklahoma was a leader in the progressive movement with its 
constitution in 1907 being labeled as “the most radical in the nation.” Who knew? 

In 2016, the Rev. Cecelia Brooks arrived at Trinity and was “stopped in her tracks” when she entered the 
church sanctuary that had been closed for years because it was in need of renovation. As a Christian and US 
Historian, “she realized that - like the slaves who hanged quilts on their lines for runaways to find trails to 
safety - the stained glass windows around her were clues to a larger mystery of silenced Progressive Era 
women and men who found their voice”. 

Women at the turn of the 20th century had little voice but still found a way to send messages that transcend 
time and still speak today through the windows they selected and purchased. Church records reveal their 
names as members of The Ladies Aid Society but not much is known about why specific windows were 
selected. I highlight a few of the windows here and quote the speculation and thoughts as to their selection.  

Go and Sin No More: Many may think this window only depicts John 7:53-8:11. At the time, 
shortly after statehood, there was little job security. Some women had to abandon their 
“Christian principles” when their husbands couldn’t get work, went away to work or simply 
abandoned them. The area between Muskogee and Tulsa had a large prostitution network 
intertwined with men working in the oil fields, herding cattle, and in blue collar jobs “building” a 
new state. Too many women were left to their own devices. 

Another of the windows depicts Frances Willard, a national leader in the progressive 
movement and one who helped establish the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union. 
Needless to say, alcohol was a huge issue in a young and rough and tumble state! However, 
Willard and five other women were elected for the first time as delegates to the Methodist 
General Conference in 1887. Alas, they were not seated. They persevered. Finally, in 1896 
both lay and ministerial voters passed the resolution to seat female delegates starting in 
1904. Williard advocated that women should “...serve at the altars of the church, as minister 
of the Gospel.”  

The Lamp. The Lady With the Lamp, Florence Nightingale, is known as the founder of modern 
nursing. She is believed to have served as a contemporary role model as a leader and “hero” to 
women of the Progressive Era. Was she representative of the “Christian warrior”, with lamp in 
hand,  lighting the way? Researchers simply don’t know.                  
          [Con’t. page 13] 
 

The Mystery of the Women in the Windows 

March is Women’s History Month 



 

Page 2  Easter2020 Contact 
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                      8:30am– 3:00pm 
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If you have corrections or additions, 

please contact Diane Tabatabai at 

Contact:Deadline   

Pentecost Issue: April 15, 2020 

Photo Credits:  too many to name! 

Thank you all! 

 

Donating to NBUMC Just Got Easier: We now 
have a QR code ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΦ {Ŏŀƴ 
ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƳŀǊǘǇƘƻƴŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
ȅƻǳǊ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ 

or 

TEXT Ϸ όȅƻǳǊ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ŀƳƻǳƴǘύ ǘƻ олм-флр-фффу 

mailto:nbumc99@aol.com
http://www.northbethesdaumc.org/
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Preacher Feature 

In my daily devotions, I’m reading Whispers, a new book about prayer by Mark 
Batterson, a Washington DC MegaChurch pastor. Whispers is about listening 
to God, because the greatest blessing of God’s help comes from his “still small 
voice.” There is so much noise around us, that it’s hard to get to the essence of 
God’s wisdom by praying. 

 

Learning to be still long enough to hear the still small voice is hard. That’s why Jesus called us “disciples”--
disciplined followers-- who work at being open to God’s plans  to bless us and enable us to have abundant 
life. We have God’s help in all circumstances, even the difficult and painful ones. 
 

So, if we want to hear God speak, it’s our responsibility to put some quiet times in our lives. Each of us is 
different and we have unique moments in our day when it is possible. Some are morning people. Others 
have a break in the middle of the day. Some are really functional late into the night. Use your alert time to 
spend with God: quiet down and listen to your own breathing. Use an object like a small cross, a smooth 
stone, or a particularly inspiring spiritual picture, painting, flower, or sunset to help you reflect on the Creator 
for a few moments in silence. Think back to when you have felt God’s help before and give thanks for that. 
 

Lent is a time to challenge ourselves to live more spiritually aware, to be still and know that God is here, and 
then use the resources of God’s presence to be more Christlike in the way we live, the way we treat others, 
the way we spend our time and money. This doesn’t happen overnight and it doesn’t happen without some 
effort on our part. Think of it as a spiritual effort like dieting. Some bad habits, like food bad for us, have to 
come off the agenda to make room for spiritual diet and spiritual exercise. Worship, Bible Study, devotions, 
helping others--these are all parts of the Lenten discipline. The more you really try it, the more you will be 
blessed and sense God’s support. 
 

I want to urge you to pray for North Bethesda UMC. Please thank God for the ministries we have done, and 
pray that God will help to provide the resources we need for moving forward. This could mean inviting your 
friends to come and join us. It could mean getting more involved in our ministry. The Rummage Sale is 
coming in May. We need people to help get ready. We need donations of all kinds, so others can be blessed 
with our passing along to them what they need. 
 

Would you pray for our leaders to make wise decisions going forward? And, we urge you to pray for future 
leaders. We are praying and looking for those who have sensed God’s call to be more involved. If everyone 
prayed that they might hear God’s still small voice inviting them to service in the church, it would be 
awesome. 
 

As many of you know, Elaine and I recently lost our beloved Abby, a Cairn Terrier who looked just like Toto 
from the Wizard of Oz. We had her for 10 years and loved every moment of her unconditional love. Our 
friends and church have prayed for us, and some have even compared a Dog’s love to God’s love and 
presence with us. It is true. We have rescued a four-year-old, large Yorkie boy we named Wally. Like Lenten 
journeys, we are struggling to help him feel at home and for us to get used to his signals and needs. Getting 
to know what God wants from us, so we can benefit from God’s companionship, is very similar. 
 

Blessings, Pastor Jeff 
 
 

I Kings 19:11-13  The Lord speaks to Elijah in a still small voice 

And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great 

and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the 

wind: and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. And after the earthquake a fire, 

but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire, a still small voice.  I Kings 
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Worship Themes 

Worship means giving the proper importance 
to the influence of God in our lives. 
“Worthship” is the old English word that has 
come down to today’s “worship”. We are 
giving God worth in our lives by spending 
time with God together. 
 
Worship is not spiritual entertainment, but a 
way to break up the craziness of life to be 
restored--whether it’s too exciting or too 
boring. God created a Sabbath as a break to 
give us a chance to recover. Worship is an 
encounter with the Creator, a moment when 
we interact and sense God’s presence in our 
lives and challenges. It’s holy ground and a 
real touch of God’s love in our lives. 
 
To help that encounter, that experience of 
God, we ask that you prepare as you come 
to be open to what God might reveal to you, 
what God might help you to discover about 
God and yourself in our time of worthship. 
Pray that you will sense God in our midst this 
day. 
 
God will do God’s part by sending us the 
Holy Spirit that we might understand and 
remember what God has been doing, and 
what God can do with and through us. The 
Scripture lessons tell us about God and 
about God’s expectations, which should help 
us feel the connection and recognize the 
encounter with the Almighty. 
 
Sunday mornings are the perfect time to 
discover or rediscover the essence of who 
we are as faithful disciples and people of 
God. It’s always good to be reminded of the 
most important thing in our lives. We are 
preparing for a life of eternity as well. 
 
As always we urge you to invite people you 
love to join you in worship. Lent is the time 
many are looking for a renewal of life. Like 
the renewal all around us in Spring, it can be 
a spiritual one too. 

3/1. Holy Communion & The Story # 20 

Esther the Queen of Beauty & Courage 

 

3/8. The Story # 21 

Rebuilding the Walls 

 

3/15. The Story # 23 

Jesus’ Ministry Begins 

(We did # 22 at Christmas,  

The Birth of the King) 

 

3/22  The Story # 24 

No Ordinary Man 

 

3/29. The Story # 25 

Jesus, The Son of God 

 

4/5. Holy Communion & Story # 26 

The Hour of Darkness 

Palm Sunday 

 

4/9. Maundy Thursday 

Soup Supper & Dramatic Presentation 

 

4/10. Good Friday 

Worship @ Faith UMC, Rockville 

7 pm.  6810 Montrose Rd. 

 

4/12. Easter 

6:30 am Easter Sunrise & Breakfast 

10:30 am The Story # 27  

The Resurrection 

Easter Egg Hunt  (following Worship) 

 

4/19. The Story # 28 

New Beginning – Acts 

 

4/26. The Story # 29 

Paul’s Mission 
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The Lectionary 

March 1: 1st Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32 

Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 

March 8: 2nd Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121 

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

John 3:1-17 or Matthew 17:1-9 

March 15: 3rd Sunday in Lent 
Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95 

Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42 

March 22: 4th Sunday in Lent 
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23 

Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 

March 29: 5th Sunday in Lent 
Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130 

Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 

April 5: 6th Sunday in Lent 
Liturgy of the Palms 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Matthew 21:1-11   

Liturgy of the Passion 

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:14-27:66 
or Matthew 27:11-54 

April 9: Maundy Thursday 

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 1 
Corinthians 11:23-26 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

April 10: Good Friday 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Psalm 22 

Hebrews 10:16-25  
or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

John 18:1-19:42 

April 12: Easter  
Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43 

John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10 

April 19: 2nd Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 16 

1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 

April 26: 3rd Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35 

May 3: 4th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23 

1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10 

Lent is a season of preparation, a season of 

transformation and a season of renewal. It’s a 

time when we take growing in faith and growing to 

be more Christ-like in our everyday life seriously. 

We also know there is some spring cleaning to be 

done before we can get to that more Christ-like 

self. 

 

Ash Wednesday reminds us of the time to move 

some of the stuff of life that gets in the way of our 

faith growth out of the way. It is time to create an 

environment that allows for prayer, faith formation, 

and love to be more evident in our talk, in our 

doing, and in our being a follower of Jesus. What 

a blessing it is to know that God removes the 

barriers and encourages us to take a better aim at 

the kind of person God saw when we were 

created. Lent, like spring training for the world 

champion Nationals, is a time to get ready to be 

able to face all of life at our best. 

 

I encourage you to plan to join us each Sunday in 

Lent leading up to Easter as a divine commitment 

to be growing in your faith. And, I would urge you 

to join us on Monday afternoons at 1 pm, or 

Wednesday nights at 7 for AWE and 7:30 pm for 

our study of The Story, the Bible with the 

importance highlighted. We are about to embark 

on the story of Jesus and the early church. Itôs a 

perfect time to see what God can do to make a 

powerful and life-changing difference for us. 

 

We will also discuss and answer your questions in 

the Christian Education class that meets in the 

back of the Sanctuary 30 minutes after the end of 

worship, on what the Story was about that 

morning in the message.  

 

It will help Easter to become far more uplifting. I 

promise.   

 

Pastor Jeff 

Lenten Journey 
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UPCOMING ... 

  

Maundy Thursday Soup Supper and 
Service - April 9th - 6pm 
 
A soup supper and service 
reenactment of the last sup-
per will take place on Maundy 
Thursday, complete with 
communion and the washing 
of hands/feet. 
 

Movie Nite - Pixar and Pizza 
Sunday March 15th - 5pm Dinner/5:30 Movie - FREE 
 
We will be showing Pixar's "Monsters, Inc."  Children are 
welcome to bring bean bag chairs to sit on.  Folding chairs will 
be set up. There will be popcorn, pizza, and juice boxes. 
 
All children under age 15  must be accompanied by a parent. 
No drop offs please! 

Itôs Time for a ñSpring Flingò On Sunday, March 15, 2020, following 

worship service at 11:15am, we will have a luncheon in Johnson Hall. 

You must have a reservation! Please see Mary Lou Griffin at coffee hour 

Sunday, and sign up! 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Easter Sunday 

April 12 after worship.  

 Interfaith Works Womenôs 
Homeless Shelter 

Our weeks of serving in 2020 will 
be July 5-11 and Oct. 25-31.  
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...EVENTS  

Janet's Golden Rules of Donating 
Dear Donors to our Rummage Sale, 
for your stuff we're on the trail. 

Treasures and trinkets and all useful things, 
we hope you will bring to us this Spring! 
Just a few guides that will help us well, 

as you bundle your goodies for us to sell. 
Be a Golden Rule Donor, it's easy to do. 

It will lighten our load and raise money, too, 
if you can buff your stuff just here and there 

to show that your goods have been handled with care. 
No rips or stains on the shirts, pants, or tees. 
Dresses, coats, and suits on hangers, please. 
If your electronic gizmo needs a battery or two, 

please provide a fresh set, so it will run like new. 
Clean linens are welcome, labeled and sized. 
Dolls, toys, and games are especially prized. 

Bring anything kids can play or ride, 
and puzzles with all of the pieces inside. 

Bring us gently used furniture be it small or big, 
and don't forget Aunt Mildred's thingamajig. 

Books, CDs, and movies receive warm welcomes, 
but please no textbooks or academic tomes. 

Bring stuff in boxes, crates, or bags, 
just nothing broken or nearly in rags. 

China and collectibles we can sell with ease, 
but no telephones or PCs, please. 

Jewelry is just fab be it modest or showy, 
like that beaded bracelet from Cousin Chloe. 
So that's all, that's it, just a suggestion or two, 

many hands make light work when there's so much to do. 
We're grateful, dear donors, for your generous dispositions. 
It's through your help we can support our missions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s never too early to start dusting off your donations – see Janetôs Golden Rules of Donating. 

We welcome donations (clean and in good working order, please) of furniture, household items, 

books (but no encyclopedias or textbooks), DVDs, records, clothing (new or gently used), toys, 

collectibles, jewelry, dishes, artwork, tools, electronics, but please, NO computers, printers, 

monitors, TVS or phones, and also NO beds, mattresses, curtains, curtain rods, baby car seats or 

prams. 

    Spring Rummage Sale!!  

 Saturday, May 2, 8am ï 2pm 
PLEASE NOTE THE NEW DATE 

 

100% of proceeds will benefit 

NBUMC Service and Outreach. 

Remember, through your dona-

tions you: 

¶ raise money for local,  

national, and global charities  

serving the needy 

¶ provide help to many who  

desperately need good items and  

clothing at affordable prices  

¶ clear your attic and basement  

of unneeded clutter and  

¶ You may get a tax deduction 

Please consider volunteering – 
not only for the Saturday but for the 
week leading up to the event. The 
sorting, cleaning, and pricing is a 
great chance for fun interactions 
with other committed members of 
your church family and community - 
and you also get to scope out the 
best bargains!  Contact Gordon or 
Jacqui Cragg. 
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Shrove Tuesday  

Bless those... 

...who helped set up 

...who came to 

cook 

...who came to serve 

… and be served 

… and EAT! 

… and share their art! 
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Shrove Tuesday  

Bless those who shared their talents... 

...and those who came to watch! 

A special thank you to 

the Arts Committee and 

Natalie McManus for 

organizing and carrying 

out our Shrove Tuesday 

celebrations.  
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Malika Newman 

Celebrating Black 

History Month 

In February,  NBUMC hosted its third Black History Month celebration. Each 

Sunday, NBUMC hosted a different guest preacher. We were blessed by 

sermons from the Reverend Raphael Koikoi from Upper Allegheny Valley 

Ministry, Rev. Kevin Lamar Peterman, from Shiloh Baptist Church in DC, and 

Rev. Andrew M. Diggs, from George Washington University Hospital. The final 

Sunday included a sermon from our own Elvira Williams and wonderful music 

led by Renee Newman and our children and youth. Many thanks to Penny 

Clarke for organizing the celebration, to Ms. Newman for her work with the 

children’s performance, and to the volunteers and guest ministers who made 

Black History Month an enriching experience.  

Penny Clarke with Rev. Kevin Lamar 

Peterman 
Our children and youth  

Brandon Kesselly 
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Rocks of Ages: Science and Religion in the Fullness of Life (1999), by Stephen Jay Gould (1942 – 2002) 

Stephen Jay  Gould was the Alexander Agassiz Professor of Zoology and professor 
of geology at Harvard and curator of invertebrate paleontology at Harvard’s Museum 
of Comparative Zoology, and held many 2013)essays in the scientific journal Natural 
History.  He received a MacArthur Foundation Award in 1981 at the age of 40.  He 
died in 2002   

Near the end of his life, Gould wrote this deeply-felt appeal for science and religion 
to adopt attitudes of “respectful noninterference.”  A leading evolutionary biologist, he 

wrote, “I believe, with all my heart, in a respectful, even loving concordat 
between . . science and religion.”  Science clarifies and explains “the fac-
tual nature of the natural world” while religion is concerned with “human 
purposes, meanings, and values.” Historically, they have been at odds 

with calamitous consequences for humanity.  A humanist as well as a scientist, Profes-
sor Gould argues gracefully that science and religion can coexist as co-equals, each en-
riching the other toward the growth of human knowledge and purpose. He calls on many 
characters to tell his story:  St. (Doubting) Thomas, Christopher Columbus, Charles Dar-
win, Charles Dar- row, and even Bambi, who receives a passing glance. 

 

This Day: Collected & New Sabbath Poems (2013), by Wendell Berry (1934 - ) 

Thomas Berry, poet, novelist, and environmentalist, walks across his farm fields in 
Port Royal, Kentucky, every Sunday.  In the preface to this collection, he writes, 
“these poems were written in silence, in solitude, mainly out of doors. . . . I hope 
that some readers will read them as they were written: slowly, and with more pa-
tience than effort.”  This poem is near the end of the collection: 

After the long weeks 
when the heat curled the leaves 
and the air thirsted, comes 
a morning after rain, cool 
and bright.  The leaves uncurl,  
the pastures begin again 
to grow, the animals and the birds  
rejoice.  If tonight the world  
ends, we’ll have had this day. 

 
 
Becoming Wise: An Inquiry into the Mystery and Art of Living (2016), by Krista 
Tippett (1960 - ) 
 
Krista Tippett is known to many as the host of the radio broadcast “On Being” 
(originally “Speaking of Faith”).  This collection of conversations is organized in 
five parts, The Poetry of Creatures, The Body’s Grace, A Few Things I’ve 
Learned, The Evolution, and Reimagined.     

 
 
 

New Additions to the Church Library  

 

She writes in the introduction, “I’ve tried, in what follows, to 

show how my ideas have emerged conversationally, through 

a back and forth with graceful minds and lives.  I’ve come to 

understand the cumulative dialogue of my work as a kind of 

cartography of wisdom about our emerging world.” 
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Lent is the time we remember that God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believes in him, will not perish, but have everlasting life. 
 
God is the generous giver of blessings. Some devotional materials suggest that we take 5 minutes before 
we go to our prayer list of requests to think about what God has given to us. To think about the nature 
and quality of God. To remember the many instances we have seen God at work. The idea of thinking 
about what God is like and what God does to bless us is the powerful, motivating force to engage us 
toward giving to God’s work in our church with generosity. 
 
We are asking everyone of our members and friends to increase weekly or monthly giving in response to 
the needs of our church. Your blessing the ministry and giving hope and encouragement and compas-
sion to one another is a major element of our ministry.  
 
We need your help. There have been several factors that have had an impact on our resources Before 
we make some drastic changes, we hope our supporters will increase their gifts to keep us focusing on 
the real reason for our ministry--God’s work where we are. 
 
Federal tax changes that went into effect in 2018, eliminated the contribution portion if you itemized your 
deductions. Non-profits and churches across the country have seen a drastic reduction in giving. It’s not 
just NBUMC because of this change in the law. 
 
Several of our very supportive members have passed away in the last 15 months, which has affected us 
greatly. If all of us do our part to increase our giving, it will help make up some of our losses. 
 
You may want to but wonder how on earth can you give more when money runs out before the month 
does. Hopefully, we can give you a few ideas. It won’t happen overnight, but it can make a difference for 
our long term health. 
 
There are magazines you pay for, but probably don’t read as much as you used to. You could put the 
savings to the church. You probably get a daily call from a non-profit organization asking for money. You 
could give whatever they ask for to NBUMC instead. They are calling everybody for support, and as 
worthy as they are, non-members of NBUMC will help them, we can’t and won’t call everybody and ask 
for donations. 
 
Sacrificing is a very important part of Christian life, especially in Lent. Maybe you can put the cost of 
another cup of coffee into the offering plate. Or, skip dessert and give that. You would be surprised how 
much we spend on such little things that add up to helping our life together as a church. 
 
Surprisingly true, there are more Bible verses about giving generously than there are verses about 
prayer, which is a major component of our life together. So pray for us to find the money we need. Those 
verses often ask for the “first fruit” to make God’s influence in the world through the ministry of the 
church, a first choice. God has always helped us make the rest of the money go longer, if we give God 
the first fruit. But if we are giving to God from the leftovers, there usually isn’t much leftover. 
 
Try giving 10% just in Lent. It’s 40 days. If you want to take that challenge, let the Pastor know, so he can 
pray for your experiment. Sometimes getting to 10% is very hard, so go up to 2% or 4%, and stretch it up 
along the way. You will be amazed at how much you feel God’s help in doing that. A real encounter with 
God’s Spirit awaits you. 
 
Blessings from your Finance Committee 



 

Volume 49 Issue 2 Page 13 

The Mystery of the Women in the Windows           (con’t from page 1) 
 

Ruth. ñA Girl’s Gotta Do What a Girl’s Gotta Do”. The phrase, “A Man’s Gotta Do What a Man’s 
Gotta Do” is reported to have originated in the Progressive Era. Recalling the story of Ruth and 
Naomi, which Pastor Jeff preached about recently, this window may demonstrate that women 
understood their need to do the same. The history of the church reports that at the first Annual 
Conference, Bishop William Quayle preached from the Story of Ruth.  
 
 

Moses in the Reeds. Miriam, Moses’ older sister is depicted in the reeds in this 
window. This young girl “acted with courage and ingenuity” to save her baby 

brother, and in doing so ensured the survival of the one who would lead the Hebrew 
Exodus.  
 

Other windows the women selected depict:  

¶ Susanna Wesley, the mother of John and Charles Wesley 

¶ White Easter lilies as the “teardrops of Eve” 

¶ The Escape of Mary and Joseph with Jesus to Egypt 

¶ The Birth of Jesus (Luke 2:1-7), showing Mary, Jesus and Joseph     
      as a family 

¶ Mary and Jesus (right) 

¶ The story of Mary and Martha 

¶  
Space constraints preclude going into more depth in this article.  
 

Not to be outdone, shortly after the women’s windows were installed, the men raised funds  
to install an equivalent number of windows. A new book is underway describing the men’s contribution. 
 

How were these women selected? And why? Research continues but for now, the answers are known 
only to the committee of women who raised the funds to install them in the early 1900s.    
           - Ardoth Hassler 
 
— 
* Progressive Era: Wikipedia describes it as, “... a period of widespread social activism and political reform across the 
United States that spanned the 1890s to the 1920s. The main objectives of the Progressive movement were 
addressing problems caused by industrialization, urbanization, immigration, and political corruption.” See 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progressive_Era  

 
Author’s note: This article is based on their work. The Mystery of the Women in the Windows. Interpreting the 
Mystery Left by Methodist Women at Trinity Church. Muskogee, OK 1906 - 1919. Rev. Cecelia Brooks. Ken Tyrell. 
2018. Many of you know I was born and raised in Oklahoma City. Last summer, I reconnected with a friend I’d not 
seen since our days at Oklahoma State University. She is actively involved in historic preservation in Oklahoma and 
sent me a copy of this booklet Historians from OSU support the project. Coincidentally, we lived in Willard Hall. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progressive_Era
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We love our children. However, for reasons of 

security and privacy, we do not identify them by 

Miscellany 

How many choir 

directors does it 

take to change a 

light bulb? 

Nobody knows—

nobodyôs watching! 

At the home of Pastor Jeff and Elaine Jones… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        In Memory of Abby…  Welcome, Wally! 

One Person's Trash is Another's Treasure... 

At the Rummage Sale two years ago, Lois Gawler handed 
me a quilt top someone donated. It was clearly made a 
long time ago as it was both hand and machine pieced. It 
had never been quilted. Knowing I quilt, Lois asked me 
what I could do with it. I ended up cutting it in half and 
making two lap-sized tops out of it. I added borders and a 
friend from the MSP Quilting Angels quilted both. The 
photos show the detail and the finished products. These 
two quilts will be given to Quilts for Kids, and likely be 
given to children undergoing treatment at NIH.                    
      - Ardoth Hassler 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 


